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The allegiance of the Bulgarian Church to the
Patriarch of Constantinople or to the successor of St.
Peter was an object of contest during several centuries.
Each could adduce evidence "of voluntary submission on
the part of the Bulgarians, the Greek the commence-
ment, the Latin the completion, of the conversion. The
Popes rested their claim not solely on their universal
supremacy, but on that of the Archbishop of Thessa-
lonica, to whose jurisdiction the province belonged, and
who, as an Illyrian Metropolitan, was asserted to be
under ancient subordination to Home. The strife
endured through the papacy of Nicolas and Hadrian II.
Many angry and some expostulatory letters appear
among those of John VIII. to Paul Bishop of Thessa-
lonica: and during his own papacy Formosus steadily
urged the work of conversion. The King Michael
(such was the baptismal name of the Barbarian Bogoris
after the Emperor of the East) must have been per-
plexed to hear that he had only learned error and
heresy from his Greek teachers, that he was no Christian
worshipper, but a blasphemer/ " It might even have
been worse. Would he have embraced the Christianity
of Constantinople when that city held Arian or Mace-
donian doctrines ? If he had so done, he would have
became a convert only to perish with his teachers in
everlasting fire. The only security was in the irrepre-
hensible Church of Rome." Ignatius was Patriarch of
Constantinople when the Greek Bishops were warned to
withdraw from the spiritual territory of Rome. But
even Ignatius, though bound by his interests and grati-
tude to the unshaken supporter of his claims to the
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